Piper peltatifolium, a new species of Piperaceae from Hainan, China, is here described and illustrated. The new species is morphologically similar to P. hongkongense, but the former can be easily distinguished by the combination of characteristics: trophophyll blades peltate and subleathery with nonbranched hairs; leaves with longer sheaths; stamens usually only two; anthers ovoid and shorter than filaments; ovaries ellipsoid to ovoid; stigmas 3 or 4, or rarely 5; bracts suborbicular, sessile, and adnate to rachis; and drupes slightly hispidulous.
Woody climbers, more than 5 m high, dioecious. Stems dark green, brown when dry, 0.5-1.5 cm in diameter, finely ridged, puberulous, or velutinous when young, glabrescent when mature; swollen nodes, with climbing adventitious roots. Leaves subleathery, glandular; petioles 1.5-2.5 cm in length, pilose, sheath 0.4-1.2 cm, 1/4-1/2 as long as petioles; trophophyll leaf blade ovate to cordate, 4.5-6.5 cm × 3.5-5.5 cm, base cordate to auriculate, symmetric, apex attenuate; adaxial surface dark green, glabrous; abaxial surface pale green, puberulous; veins 5, all basal; gonophyll leaf blade peltate, glandular, elliptic, ovate or ovate-lanceolate, 7.5-9 cm × 2.5-5.5 cm, base cordate or rounded, symmetric or slightly oblique, apex attenuate to acuminate; adaxial surface dark green, glabrescent; abaxial surface pale green or yellow, puberulous or pilose, especially on the veins; veins 5, all basal. Inflorescence a pedunculate spike, leaf-opposed, solitary, pendulous, cylindrical, green; the fertile rachis hairy, with densely compacted flowers; floral bracts orbicular or suborbicular, approx. 1.5 mm in diameter, undulate throughout the margin. Male inflorescence 5-7 cm × 0.4-0.5 cm, white to pale green; peduncles 1-2 cm in length, pilose. Stamens usually only two, or rarely three; filaments approx. 1 mm long; anthers ovoid, 0.6-0.8 mm long, 2-locules and lateral dehiscence, ±exserted at anthesis. Female inflorescence 3.5-6.0 cm × 0.4-0.6 cm, white to pale green; peduncles 1.5-2.5 cm long, pilose. Female flowers with ovary ellipsoid to ovoid; style over 2 mm long, persistent and stiff-pointed; stigma star-shaped, 3-or 4-lobed, or rarely 5-lobed, hairy. Infructescence 4-9 cm × 1.0-1.5 cm, glabrous, pendulous, cylindrical, with an echinate appearance from the persistent styles, peduncles 2.5-4.0 cm long, pilose. Fruit a drupe, connate on rachis and hispidulous, with persistent floral bracts and spine-like styles, globose, 4.0-6.5 mm in diameter, dark green. Seed pale brown, globose, 2.5-3.5 mm in diameter, smooth.
Phenology:-Flowering from March to May; fruiting from June to September. Distribution and habitat:-Piper peltatifolium can currently be found only in southern Wanning, Hainan Province, China (Fig. 3) . It climbs on trees or rocks, close to streams under wet tropical montane forest, at elevation of 200-600 m.
Etymology:-The epithet refers to the peltate attached leaf blade, which is unique in Chinese Piper species. Relationships:-The species that is morphologically most similar to this new plant is P. hongkongense, which can also be found in Hainan, Guangdong, and Guangxi (Cheng et al. 1999) . After comparison with the specimens and the literature (De Candolle 1868, Cheng et al. 1999) , we found that P. peltatifolium can be clearly differentiated from P. hongkongense by several characteristics, as described in the diagnosis above and summarized in Table 1 .
Additional specimens examined ( 
